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to see the fine old house now let as a lodging-house,
with half-a-dozen different families occupying flats or
rooms in it. Mr. Dorin had the credit of never having
been beyond sixteen miles from Calcutta, and then
only on a visit to the Governor-General at his country
seat at Barrackpore. But it would be tedious and
invidious to mention more of the old and honoured
names. Now matters are very different. The whole
Council migrates annually to Simla with the Viceroy,
and several of the members look upon their winter
residence in Calcutta with almost equal apprehension
for their health and their purse. As they contrive to
live about eight months of the year at Simla, they
naturally make it their head-quarters and home.
Some of them still keep up a house in Calcutta, which
they let during their absence at Simla. But those
who have no house of their own have either to pay an
enormous rent for a furnished house for the Calcutta
season, or live at a boarding-house or at one of the
clubs. The chief evidence of their presence in Calcutta
consists in the swarm of scarlet-coated servants who
hang about their doors. As they cannot keep carriages
at Simla, where only the Viceroy uses a carriage, they
have to hire their equipages from the job-masters in
Calcutta, for which they have, of course, to pay season
prices. Almost all the time that -they spend in Cal-
cutta they are groaning over the expenditure which
they have to incur, for a Member of Council has
arrived at that time of life when the acquisition of